interest. It is one which the obstetrician, not may, but must study. Dr so left, received all the explanation which man will ever be able to give of them. But in physiology and pathology the noblest discoveries have been,* and will be, the satisfactorily accounting for processes and functions on physical principles. The questions concerning the site of conception, the method of conjunction of the ovum and spermatozoa, the expulsion of the ovum from the Graafian vesicle, its advance to the uterus, have been already advanced far by physical research, and may be yet advanced infinitely farther.
Dr. Montgomery reiterates his former and well-known opinion in regard to the particular seat of development of the corpus luteum. We cannot give this question a half of the importance that Dr. Montgomery assigns it. It is purely an anatomical point, and to be studied and decided only by researches conducted with the aid of the microscope?an instrument which Dr. Montgomery has not availed himself of in the investigation. " It will appear (says he) very obviously, from the above description, that I believe the corpus luteum to be surrounded externally by the outer membrane of the Graafian vesicle, while its cavity is lined by the inner membrane of this vesicle ; the corpus luteum being in fact enclosed between these two membranes, and its substance pervaded by the small vessels passing from the outer of the the two coats. e rubella flava,' but a thin-bodied, sickly, bright yellow, or canary colour: their wall is seldom more than a line in thickness, often not so much ; their colour remains unchanged, or even grows more pronounced, when their substance has already undergone considerable atrophy; whereas the reverse obtains in the corpus luteum of pregnancy, in which the colour begins to fade, even while the development of the yellow substance is progressing.
" 5. They present no trace whatever of blood-vessels in their substance ; of which they are, in fact, entirely destitute, and consequently cannot be injected ; while those of pregnancy can most brilliantly: this has been denied, but there is not the smallest doubt about it; I have repeatedly made their substance bright crimson with fine injection, while not a particle could be forced into the spurious productions.
"6. Their texture is sometimes so infirm, that it seems to be merely the altered remains of a coagulum; and at other times it appears fibro-cellular, like that of the internal structure of the ovary itself: in some instances, they are mere depositions of scrofulous or tubercular matter; but their substance never presents the soft, rich, lobulated, and regularly glandular appearance which Hunter meant to express, when he described them as ' tender and friable like glandular flesh.' "7. The corpus luteum of menstruation, within one or two months, passes rapidly into a state of atrophy and decay; whereas that of pregnancy continues to be developed, and to acquire greater firmness, and more perfect organisation, during more than the first half of the period of gestation.
" 8. They are formed within the cavity of the Graafian vesicle, and consequently never present either the central cavity, lined with a distinct membrane, as does the corpus luteum of pregnancy, or the radiated, or stelliform, white line which results from its closure.
" 9. In form they are often triangular or square, or of some figure bounded by straight lines; whereas, the corpus luteum of pregnancy, at whatever 
